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Saturday 2nd December (Vigil) 
Sunday 3rd December  
 
Monday 4th December – Advent Candlelit Mass 
Tuesday 5th December 
Wednesday 6th December 

Thursday 7th December 
Friday 8th December (The Immaculate Conception)  
Saturday 9th December 

Saturday 9th December (Vigil) 
Sunday 10th December  

6.00pm 
9.30am 

11.30am 
7.00pm 
9.30am 
9.30am 
9.30am 
9.30am 
9.30am 
6.00pm 
9.30am 

11.30am 

St John the Baptist 
St Kentigern 
St John the Baptist 
St John the Baptist 
St Kentigern 
St John the Baptist 
St Kentigern 
St John the Baptist 
St Kentigern 
St John the Baptist 
St Kentigern 
St John the Baptist 

Marie & Patrick Costello RIP 
Daniel Payne RIP 
People of the Parish 
Holy Souls 
Patrick Reynolds S.I. 
John Reynolds RIP 
Jack & Margaret Seils RIP 
Rosary Group S.I. 
Angela McMahon S.I. 
Jim Barry RIP 
People of the Parish 
Elizabeth & Barney McFeely RIP 
  

Confessions 
 

 
Saturday 10.00am-10.15am – St Kentigern’s; Saturday 5.15pm-5.40pm – St John the Baptist 

 
Adoration & Rosary 
 

 
Wednesday 6th December, 7pm, St John the Baptist, Sorrowful Mysteries 
   

Advent and Christmas 
at St John the Baptist & St Kentigern    
• Advent Candlelit Masses followed by Adoration and Confession on Monday 
evenings at 7.00pm.  4th December at St John’s;  11th December at St Kentigern’s 

• Festive Sing-along: Tuesday 5th December, 2.00-3.00pm, St John’s Church Hall. Come 
and join us for an afternoon of friendship, refreshments and a chance to sing along to 
some favourite songs and hymns. 

• St Andrew’s School Nativity: Friday 8th December at 11.00am at St Kentigern’s 
followed by refreshments.  All welcome. 

• Family Coffee and Connect:  Sunday 10th December after 9.30am Mass at St 
Kentigern’s.  Games and crafts and more … 

• Brunch at St John’s: Sunday 10th December after 11.30am Mass. Bacon rolls and bake in the church hall.  

• Parish Children’s Nativity:  Monday 18th December at 6.30pm, St Kentigern’s.  Children who wish to participate in telling 
the story of Christmas, please arrive at 6.00pm to receive a costume and some instructions.   

• Christmas Eve Masses: 6.00pm, with carols at 5.30pm in St John the Baptist; 8.30pm, with carols at 8pm in St Kentigern’s. 

• Christmas Day Masses: 9.30am St Kentigern’s; 11.30am St John’s.  
   

Please pray for: 

• Daniel Lafferty who is baptised to the life of grace, confirmed in the Spirit and welcomed to the table of the Lord at the 
11.30am Mass at St John’s on Sunday. May God bless him and keep him and shine his face upon him evermore. 

• The sick and the housebound of the parish, that the Lord may grant them comfort and strength. 

• All those who died recently, Mirella Giulidori, John Reynolds, Patricia Gestwicki, Robert Blackwood, and all those whose 
anniversary occurs around this time. 

 

Church of St John the Baptist 
37 St Ninian’s Road 
Edinburgh  EH12 8AL 
 
Church of St Kentigern 
26 Parkgrove Avenue 
Edinburgh  EH4 7QR 

Parish Offertory donations can now be made online. Scan the 

QR code to go to the parish online giving page. Please Gift Aid 

if you can. Thank you so much!  
> About to make/change a Will?  Have you considered leaving a 

legacy to your parish? 

Sunday 3rd December 2023   
First Sunday of Advent, Year B  
A warm welcome to Mass today 

mailto:frjeremy.milne@staned.org.uk
https://ssjohnbandkentigern.org.uk/
https://fb.me/ssjohnbandkentigern
mailto:office.ssjohnbandkentigern@staned.org.uk


Advent: This Sunday we begin a new church year, Year B in the cycle of Sunday readings. In Year B we focus on the Gospel of 
Mark and for this first Sunday of Advent we have a characteristically pithy Markan message from Jesus to ‘Stay awake!’ 
During the season of Advent we renew our trust in the Lord’s return and seek to be ready to open the door of our hearts to 
him whenever he comes. Our spiritual focus is on preparing to celebrate and give thanks for our Lord’s birth in a stable in 
Bethlehem as ‘God-with-us’, Emmanuel. If we hold this thanksgiving in our hearts year to year, surely the Lord will find us 
awake and ready to be with him eternally. 
 
PARISH 
 
WANTED - large strong shopping bags to be used to distribute Christmas food parcels. Please put bags in the Freshstart/SVDP 
collection baskets in both churches. Thank you. 
 
Christmas Food Hampers and Children’s Gifts:  This year especially will mean more families than ever will be struggling to 
celebrate Christmas as they have in the past.  St John’s SSVP and St Kentigern’s SSVP are appealing for non-perishable items of 
food for family food hampers and donations of Children’s Gifts, wrapped and clearly marked with age range and gender (if 
appropriate).   The deadline for donations is next weekend 9th/10th December. Please leave your donation in the Parish Room 
at St Kentigern’s and the Church foyer at St John’s.  Thank you!! 
 
Fundraiser for Mary’s Meals: At St John’s at vigil and Sunday morning Masses on 2nd/3rd December, Mary Cummings will be 
holding a sale of her lovely Christmas wares to raise money for Mary’s Meals. 
 
The Men of Faith Group of both churches will meet in the Parish House at 7pm on Tuesday, 5th December, then depart at 7.55 
pm for a meal at St John Curry Club, Corstorphine at 8 pm.  It's an ideal opportunity for you to join us for one or both of these 
events. Meeting and eating together is a vital part of a community.  You will be made most welcome if you choose to join us.   
 
A Huge Thank You to everyone's who supported St Kentigern’s Charity Fair – the stall holders, helpers, parishioners.  The Craft 
Stall and teas made £387.00 to date for the Pilton Initiative. We are still selling crafts over the coming weeks in the church 
foyer for this fantastic cause, so if you missed the event you can still buy gifts! Just put the money in the honesty bucket thanks 
again.  The Tombola stall raised £300 for Bethany Homeless Project, chocolate tombola £100 for Youth for Lourdes, St Andrew’s 
School £154, table arrangements £166 for SCIAF and Myanmar crafts £600.  Great result! 
 
Let’s Be Heard: Sharing Scotland’s COVID Experience:  Response Forms are available at the back of the church. 
 
Almond and Western Activities Leaflet:  The December Edition of the Voluntary Sector Activity Programme is available on the 
website, under the Community tab, for your information. 
 
World Day for the Poor:  The special collection raised £1,124.22.   Many thanks for your continuing generosity. 
 
 
ARCHDIOCESE AND BEYOND  
 
Blessing of Nativity Scene:  Archbishop Cushley will bless the Nativity Scene for Edinburgh at the annual outdoor Carol Concert 
for Edinburgh at 3:30pm today (Sunday 3 December) at Mound Place. 
  
Advent Rosary:  Archbishop Cushley will give a reflection at the first weekly Advent Pro-Life Rosary tomorrow (Monday 4 
December) at 7:45pm. Join people from across the Archdiocese to pray for the unborn, mothers and all pro-life intentions. 
Register at bit.ly/archprolifeevents 
  
St Paul’s Bookshop:  For Christmas gift ideas, cards, bibles, rosary beads, holy images calendars and lots more, visit St Paul’s 
Bookshop at St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh (beside John Lewis). It is open seven days a week from 10:00am to 5:00pm.  
  
Lourdes Hospitalité Carol Service:  The Lourdes Hospitalité Committee is hosting a Carol Service at 3pm on Sunday 10 
December at St Margaret's Church, Main Street, Davidson's Mains, Edinburgh, EH4 5AD. All are welcome to come along and 
join the festivities. Refreshments in church hall afterwards. 
  
Vocations Mass:  The monthly Mass to pray for Vocations to the priesthood and religious life takes place at 6:30pm on Monday 
4 December at St Columba’s in Upper Gray Street, Edinburgh, EH9 1SN. 
  
Mass with the African & Caribbean community:  The monthly Mass with the African & Caribbean Community takes place at 
2pm on Sunday 3 December at St Cuthbert’s, 104 Slateford Road, Edinburgh, EH14 1PT. 
  
Candlelit Concert:  St Mary’s Cathedral's Schola Cantorum hosts a special candlelit concert on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, Friday 8 December at 8:00pm, in the warmth and intimacy of St Andrew's Church in Ravelston. The group will sing 
a one-hour programme of Advent and Christmas music. Tickets are £6 standard (£12 family) and are available from Eventbrite 
or on the door. Book at https://bit.ly/ScholaAdvent2023 
   
Parish Contacts and Communication details:  
Newsletter – office.ssjohnbandkentigern@staned.org.uk before 5pm  on Thursday for inclusion in the Sunday newsletter.   
Safeguarding: St John’s – Mary Strachan; St Kentigern’s – Michael Balfour michael.balfour@staned.org.uk 
SSVP St John’s & St Kentigern’s – see parish contacts. Hall Bookings – St John’s office.ssjohnbandkentigern@staned.org.uk; St Kentigern’s stkenthall@gmail.com 
Parish of the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, registered Charity No: SC008540  
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