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Sundav 30 November 2025 Parish Offertory donations can now be made online.
. Scan the QR code to go to the parish online givin
First Sunday of Advent page. Plea(sge Gift Aid ifg you can. %hank you so %nuc};g!
Year - A About to make/change a Will? Have you considered
A warm welcome to Mass l'Odél/V/ leaving a legacy to your parish?
Sat. 29 Nov. (Vigil) F* Sunday of Advent 6.00pm Mass St John Carol Hastie RIP
Sunday 30 Nov. I Sunday of Advent 9.30am Mass St Kent Ella Simmons RIP
11.30am Mass St John Thanksgiving of the Donor
Mon. 0l Dec. - St Andrew, Apostle, Solemnity | 9.30am Mass St Kent | People of God
6.30pm Mass St John | Carol Hastie RIP
Tue. 02Dec. - 1% Week of Advent 6.00pm Exposition St Kent Mrs Martin RIP
6.30pm Mass
Wed. 03 Dec. - St Francis Xavier 9.30am Mass St John Joseph Storie RIP
Thu. 04 Dec. - 1 week of Advent 9.30am Mass St Kent Donald Mac Kinnon RIP
Fri. 05Dec. - 1 Week of Advent 6.00pm Exposition St John Barbara Casey RIP
6.30pm Mass
Sat. 06 Dec. - 1 Week of Advent 9.30am Mass St Kent | Joe Storie RIP
Sat. 06 Dec.  (Vigil) 2! Sunday of Advent 430pm — Adoration
First Saturday Devotions 6.00pm Mass St John Jack Seils RIP
Confessions — on request at any time, 10.00am-10.30am ~ Saturdays St Kentigern’s
as well as: 5.15pm-5.45pm - Saturdays St John the Baptist

My dear People of God, today we enter the beautiful and sacred season of Advent, a time of longing, waiting, and
quiet preparation. Advent invites us to slow down, to listen more carefully, and to look with fresh eyes for the
ways God is drawing near. It is not simply a countdown to Christmas; it is a spiritual journey that prepares our
hearts to welcome Christ—who comes in history, who comes in mystery, and who will come again in glory.

The Gospel today reminds us to “stay awake” and be ready. Jesus is not asking us to live in fear, but in hopeful
attentiveness. Advent teaches us that God often comes quietly, gently, and in unexpected moments—a word
that touches our heart, a kindness offered or received, a moment of silence in prayer, or a spark of mercy that
softens our spirit. In a world filled with noise, rushing, and pressure. Advent stands as a peaceful invitation: Make
room for Christ. Make time for His voice. Make space for His love to take root in your life.

This year, the first Sunday of Advent falls on St Andrew’s Day (though we celebrate it on the 1% of December),
reminding us of Andrew’s beautiful response when he met Jesus: he went to tell others, “We have found the
Messiah.” Perhaps that can be our Advent mission—to find Christ again, and to let others encounter Him through
our words and actions.

Advent is also a season of small beginnings. The first candle on the wreath is tiny compared to the darkness around
it, but even a small flame can guide the way. In the same way, small acts of love—patience at home, kindness to
a stranger, forgiveness long delayed—can become powerful signs of Christ’s presence in our community.
As a parish family, let us walk this Advent journey together. Let us support one another in prayer. Let us
rediscover the beauty of silence, the joy of hope, and the promise that Christ is near.
May this Advent be a time of renewal for our parish—a season when we open our hearts, deepen our
faith, and prepare with joy for the One who comes to save us. Come, Lord Jesus!

Fr Binu Palakapally IC
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:

e Thesick and the housebound of the parish: that the Lord will grant them healing, comfort and strength.
o All those who died recently, especially Barbara Casey, Ella Simmons, Caroline Hastie, Ian Grant,

Florence Raynolds and those whose anniversaries occur at this time, and those who have no-one else to

pray for them.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS OF OUR LADY

OF FATIMA: Saturday 6" December 4.30-5.45 -
Adoration, rosary, confessions, etc.. at St John the
Baptist. All are invited to join this beautiful Devotion,

which helps one to grow closer to Jesus through Mary.
All are Welcome!

STANDING ORDERS: A reminder that our Bank of
Scotland Account will be closing in the new year. If
you donate via standing order and have not yet
moved your payments over to our Royal Bank of
Scotland Account, please consider doing so soon.
Our new Bank Details are:

Royal Bank of Scotland

Account Name: St John Baptist & St Kentigern
Ac. Number: 21419411

S.C.: 83-06-08

Thank you.

COFFEE AND CONNECT: in the hall at St
Kentigerns after 9.30am mass on 7 December. Add a
prayer to the Christmas wreath. Games and activities
for the kids. All are welcome!

CHRISTMAS TREE STARS IN REMEMBRANCE
OF LOVED ONES: If you would like to remember a
loved one, we will be dressing our Christmas tree with

stars © in their memory here at St John The Baptist.
Please write the names of loved ones on the sheets
provided at back of church and donations raised will
be for Mary’s Meals Charity.

ST JOHN'S MARY’S MEATL FUNDRAISER: There
will be a Christmas Sale for Mary’s Meal on the 6/7 th
Dec. after the Masses.

NATIVITY BLESSING AND CAROL SERVICE -
30th NOVEMBER 2025: Everyone is welcome to join
Archbishop Leo Cushley, The Salvation Army Band
and attend the Nativity Blessing and Carol Service at
3pm at the Assembly Hall, Mound Place,

Edinburgh to announce and celebrate the start of the
Christmas season in the City of Edinburgh.

MASS FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF ST ANDREW:
The Solemnity of St Andrew, our National Patron, is
on Monday 1 December. Archbishop Cushley will
celebrate Mass at St Mary's Cathedral at 12:45pm.
You are encouraged to venerate the Apostle’s relics at
the National Shrine of St Andrew in the Cathedral. At
7:00pm there is a Holy Hour with sung Vespers and
Eucharistic Adoration.

RORATE MASSES AT ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL:
The beautiful Rorate Masses begin the first week of
Advent. The Mass is lit only by candles, representing
Mary's role in bringing the Light of the World into
the darkness of the world. 7:00pm on Thursday 4th
December (Celebrated by Archbishop Cushley);
7:00pm on Thursday 11 and 18 December; 7:00pm on
Monday 22 December.

CHRISTMAS CARDS ON SALE:

There will be a stall selling Christmas Cards on
Saturday evening & Sunday morning at St
John’s. They are all religious charity cards and are all
available at half price.

ST KENTIGERN’S SENIOR CITIZENS
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Party date : Saturday 6th December
1.30 for lunch at 2pm
Sign up sheet will be in Parish room
for anyone who wishes to attend.

ST KENTIGERN’ SSVP APPEAL: Our Conference is
asking for volunteers to help with setting up for
Christmas Party on Friday 5th December also for
volunteers to help tidy up after Christmas Party on
Saturday 6 th December .

If you are able to help on either of these dates, could
you speak to any of our Conference members after
mass in Parish Hall or contact us on our dedicated
phone number: 07593-928-684

STELLA MARIS CAROL SERVICE: Join
Archbishop Cushley for an evening of carols, readings
and  celebration, followed by refreshments.
Wednesday 17 December: 7pm Carol Service, 8pm
Reception. St Mary’s Star of the Sea, 108 Constitution
Street, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6AW. Please RSVP by
Friday 5 December to or
call 020 79011931

SAVE THE DATE:
1. First Reconciliation: December 3" Wednesday
6.00pm at St. John the Baptist
2. First Holy Communion:
a. St Kent: Saturday 13™ June 11.00am
b. StJohn: Saturday 20t June 11.00am
Parents meeting: Wed. 14" Jan. 7.00pm at St Kent’s
3. Conformation 2026 will be Thursday 14" May.
Parents meeting: Tue. 6" Jan. 7.00pm at St Kent’s.

Safeguarding: St John’s — Mary Strachan (mary.strachan@staned.org.uk); St Kentigern’s — Michael Balfour (michael. balfour@staned.org.uk)
St John’s and St Kentigern’s is a Parish of the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, A Charity Registered in Scotland No: SC008540
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