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Sundav 4th January Parish Offertory donations can now be made online.
. Scan the QR code to go to the parish online givin
The Epiphany of the Lord page. Plea(sge Gift Aid ifg you can. %hank you so %nuc};g!
Year - A About to make/change a Will? Have you considered
A warm welcome to Mass l'Odél/V/ leaving a legacy to your parish?
Sat. 03Jan.  (Vigil) The Epiphany of the Lord 4.30pm — Adoration St John | Carole Hastie RIP
- First Saturday Devotions - 6.00pm Mass
Sunday 4% Jan.  The Epiphany of the Lord 9.30am Mass St Kent | Fr Ninian Arbuckie GE
11.30am Mass St John | People of God
Mon. 05 Jan. No Public Mass
Tue. 06 Jan. 6.00pm Exposition | St Kent | John Sullivan RIP
6.30pm Mass
Wed. 07 Jan. 9.30am Mass St John | Henry McCue RIP
Thu. 08 Jan 9.30am Mass St Kent | Rita Philips Spe. Int.
Fri. 09 Jan. 6.00pm Exposition | St John | Carole Hastie RIP
6.30pm Mass
Sat. 10 Jan. 9.30am Mass St Kent | Anne McDonald, Spe. Int.
Sat. 10Jan.  (Vigil) The Baptism of the Lord 6.00pm Mass St John | Margaret and Billy’s Intentions
Confessions — on request at any time, 10.00am-10.30am - Saturdays | gt Kentigern’s
as well as: 5.15pm-5.45pm - Saturdays St John the Baptist

My dear People of God, the Epiphany reveals a God who does not remain hidden, but who shows Himself. The Child of
Bethlehem is not only the glory of Israel; He is the light for all nations. In the Magi, we see the first fruits of the world’s long
journey toward Christ—seekers guided by a mysterious star, hearts restless until they find the King they did not yet fully
know.

Their journey is not easy. It involves distance, uncertainty, and the humility to ask for directions. They must pass
through Jerusalem, where religious knowledge exists but wonder has grown cold. Herod knows the Scriptures yet
fears the truth they announce. The Magi, however, are willing to move, to risk, and to bow. When they finally
encounter the Child, they do not analyse or control Him—they worship. True encounter with Christ always leads
to adoration.

The gifts they offer speak to our own discipleship. Gold acknowledges Christ as King—do we give Him authority
over our choices and priorities? Frankincense proclaims Him as God—do we make space for prayer and worship
in parish and family life? Myrrh foreshadows the Cross—are we willing to unite our sufferings, sacrifices, and
hidden acts of love to His saving work?

Epiphany also reminds the parish of its missionary identity. The light of Christ is not meant to be guarded but
shared. Our churches must be places where seekers feel invited, where faith is visible in charity, and where the
joy of the Gospel shines through ordinary lives. Like the star, we are called to point beyond ourselves, leading
others not to an institution alone, but to a living Person.

Finally, the Magi return home “by another way.” An encounter with Christ always changes our direction. As we
celebrate this feast, may our parish be renewed in wonder, courage, and joy—so that all who seek may discover,
in us, the radiant presence of the Lord.

Fr Binu Palakapally IC
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:

e Thesick and the housebound of the parish: that the Lord will grant them healing, comfort and strength.

o All those who died recently, Especially for Mary Taylor, and those whose anniversaries occur at this
time, and those who have no-one else to pray for them.

THANK YOU: I wouldlike to thank all those who
have involved in arranging various things this
Christmas in our parish; such as those who decorated
the churches, made Cribs, arranged flowers, donated
generously towards the food bank, gifts for the needy,
Christmas Dinner, etc.. A special thanks to our
dedicated Sacristans, Choir Teams, Altar Servers,
Acolytes, Pass-keepers, EMHC, and all of you who
made this occasion as special as it could be!

A Special thanks from Fr. John for the wishes and
gifts that he has received from you during this time!
Finally, A BIG THANK YOU for the love, care,
concern, wishes and gifts that I have been blessed to
receive from so many of you! Thanks again - Fr. Binu.!

VACANCY: Our Parish is looking for a new Office
secretary (as Evelyn is stepping down because of
her increasing family commitments), two days in a
week, four hours each. If anyone is interested,
please do contact me or Anne Simpson as soon as

possible.

CONFORMATION 2026: Parents meeting: Tue. 6"
Jan. 7.00pm at St Kent’s Church

SPECIAL COLLECTION: Today we will have a
Second collection for Justice and Peace.

MEN'S GROUP MEETING: The First Men’s Group
Meeting of this year will take place on Saturday, 10
January at 1 pm in the Toby, Corstorphine for lunch.
Everyone is welcome.

THANK YOU: for your generous donations raised

for Mry’s Meals for the Stars © of Remembrance
on our Christmas Tree at St John. Total raised £200.

STANDING ORDERS: A reminder that our Bank of
Scotland Account will be closing in the new year. If
you donate via standing order and have not yet
moved your payments over to our Royal Bank of
Scotland Account, please consider doing so soon.
Our new Bank Details are:

Royal Bank of Scotland

Account Name: St John Baptist & St Kentigern
Ac. Number: 21419411

S.C.: 83-06-08

Thank you.

/Memorial Bench: Dear people of God, if you Woub
like to have a memorial bench placed around the
church gardens/surrounding/courtyard in memory of
your loved ones - grab this opportunity!
4ft Bench - £750 - 6ft Bench - £1000
Price includes Memorial Plaque
\Please contact Fr. Binu or/and Bert Demarco /

Qarents meeting: Tue. 6" Jan. 7.00pm at St Kent’s/

BIG BREAKFAST VOLUNTEERS’ MEETING:
There will be a short meeting at St Kentigern’s next
Sunday (11th) after 9.30am Mass for those who have
volunteered to help with the Big Breakfast. Bring your
teas and coffees to the Parish Room so we can finalise
arrangements. All parishioners and visitors are invited
into the hall after Mass on the following Sunday 18th
January for the Big Breakfast. This is a community
social event held on the day the parish celebrates the
Feast Day of St Kentigern, one of our patron saints.

EXPLORE - DISCERNMENT GROUP FOR

YOUNG WOMEN: The Archdiocese is running a

series of monthly EXPLORE meetings for young
women interested in finding out more about the
religious life and exploring God’s will.
Includes talks, discussion, prayer and socialising.
It takes place on the last Sunday of the month at St
Columba’s, 9 Upper Gray Street, Edinburgh, EH9 1SN
on the following dates:

e 4pm-7pm, Sunday 25 January 2026

e 4pm-7pm, Sunday 22 February 2026

e 4pm-7pm, Sunday 29 March 2026

e 4pm-7pm, Sunday 26 April 2026
To register or find out more, please  email
SrMirjam Hugens FSO

/ SAVE THE DATE \

1. First Holy Communion:
a. St Kent: Saturday 13™ June 11.00am
b. StJohn: Saturday 20" June 11.00am
Parents meeting: Wed. 14" Jan. 7.00pm at St Kent’s
2. Conformation 2026 will be Thursday 14t May.

Safeguarding: St John’s — Mary Strachan (mary.strachan@staned.org.uk); St Kentigern’s — Michael Balfour (michael balfour@staned.org.uk)
St John’s and St Kentigern’s is a Parish of the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, A Charity Registered in Scotland No: SC008540
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